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After years of development, the U.S. Green Building
Council’s membership currently is wrapping up balloting 
for the new LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) for Retail Green Building Rating
Systems. There are now two certification paths for LEED
for Retail: New Construction for a project that certifies a 
single building and Commercial Interiors for a project 
that certifies a single tenant space. LEED for Retail is
now the gold standard that retail buildings and tenant
spaces will be designed and built to.  

LEED Rating Systems are developed through an open,
consensus-based process led by LEED volunteer
committees composed of a diverse group of
practitioners and experts representing a cross-section of 
the building and construction industry. The key
elements of USGBC’s consensus process include a
balanced and transparent committee structure, technical
advisory groups that ensure scientific consistency and
rigor, opportunities for stakeholder comment and
review, member ballot of new rating systems, and a fair
and open appeals process.  

In 2003, the USGBC formed the LEED for Retail Core
Committee, a devoted group of volunteers, contractors
and USGBC staff. The group is made up of retailers,
professional firms and other stakeholders. I have been a
member for three years. The entire LEED for Retail
development team consists of the Core Committee,
USGBC, and Green Building Services.  

As a Core Committee member, I participated on bi-
weekly conference calls with green building experts from
across the country. There were also monthly calls with
the retail pilot project teams. They had a dual purpose:
first, to help the project teams understand, and second,
to implement LEED for Retail on their new construction
and commercial interiors projects. The conference calls
also informed the development team to revise the
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original LEED rating systems to meet the green building
needs of the retail market.  

Each new rating system is piloted by the USGBC, and
each pilot is designed to engage stakeholders, increase
transparency, test the rating systems, and direct the
shape of them. The pilot includes both New Construction
and Commercial Interiors projects and has been running
for about two years. There were 95 individual project
teams registered, providing valuable feedback to the
USGBC. Restaurants, a variety of small and large
retailers, and banks were involved in the LEED for Retail
pilot. The project teams generously provided lessons
learned in the monthly conference calls with the USGBC
and other stakeholders.  

LEED for Retail is organized in the same way as the
other design and construction LEED Rating Systems:  

•Sustainable Sites applies to the site and surrounding
amenities of the project;  

•Water Efficiency addresses water consumption both
inside the building and for the landscaping;  

•Energy & Atmosphere applies to the energy use of the
building;  

•Materials & Resources includes the installation of
salvaged materials and materials that have recycled
content, rapidly renewable content, or are extracted and
manufactured regionally;  

•Indoor Environmental Quality includes credits for
occupant comfort and well-being;  

•Plus an Innovation in Design section. 

So, why LEED for Retail? To address the specific needs
and issues of retail green building projects. The original
USGBC Rating Systems were not compatible with retail
projects’ need for water and energy efficiency, space 
requirements for front and back of house, and typical
retail occupancies.  

There are additional strategies added to existing credits
such as Sustainable Sites: Alternative Transportation
and Indoor Environmental Quality: Low-Emitting 
Materials. Some LEED for Retail credits have an
additional definition or change in credit threshold but
are aligned with the original credits for everything else.
For example, there are new prescriptive and modeling
baselines for commercial kitchens, and furniture is
defined specifically for retail projects. 

The creation of the retail rating system has been an
education, challenge and adventure for everyone
involved.  

The U.S. Green Building Council is a coalition of leaders 
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from across the building industry working to promote 
environmentally responsible, profitable and healthy 
places to live and work. The West Michigan Chapter 
provides and develops leadership through affiliations 
and education at all levels.  

Please send comments and column proposals to 
chuck.otto1@gmail.com. 
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